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Capparis spinosa L; An important medicinal plant for Iran
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Abstract

The caper (Capparis spinosa L.) is a winter deciduous, perennial plant that grows and
completes its life cycle entirely during the dry season in the Mediterranean region. Capparis
spinosa belonging to the family Capparidaceae is a xerophytic plant growing in a broad range of
climatic conditions, varying from dry deserts to cooler altitudes of mountains. Dry heat and intense
sunlight make the preferred environment for caper plants. This plant is known as an important
medicinal plant and the flower buds, fresh leaves, root and fruits are used for both culinary and
medicinal purposes. In this article, potentials of caper palnt cultivation in Iran have been
investigated with the goals of desertification and dust pollution control, as well as elimination of
deprivation and opportunities for fixed income.
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